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Iraq CRISIS 
Situation Report No. 37 (21 – 27 March 2015) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 21 – 27 March. Due to the rapidly 
changing situation it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued 
on or around 5 April.  
 

Highlights 
 

 A number of on-going critical 
programmes are facing curtailment or 
shutdown in the coming months due to 
lack of funding. 

 The Government of Iraq has distributed 
the first shipment of food assistance on 
to people in Haditha, who have been 
under siege by ISIL for several months. 

 Relief supplies are prepositioned in 
Baghdad in preparation for the Haditha 
response. 

 WFP, in partnership with DRC, provided 
the Immediate Response Rations (IRRs) 
to approximately 15,500 people in al-
Muqdadiya City. 

 2,634,492 internally displaced people 
are dispersed across 2,949 distinct 
locations in Iraq. 

Situation Overview 
 
A number of on-going critical programmes are facing curtailment or shutdown in the coming months due to lack of 
funding. The WFP Emergency Operation in Iraq has a shortfall of US$ 200 million to continue its operations from 
April to September. Unless additional funding is secured, 1.8 million people are at risk of losing WFP food 
assistance in May. Many essential, on-going WASH operations face imminent closure. Sustaining water supply 
and sanitation in all camps remains critical, and activities in several camps are set to end by May. Funding for the 
Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) is available until the end of March, and continuing ETC support is 
dependent on additional funding.  

 
The Government of Iraq has distributed the first shipment of food assistance on 26 March to people in Haditha, 
who have been under siege by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) for several months. Citizens from 
Haditha report an acute shortage of food, medical and hygiene supplies and fuel in the city. Relief supplies from 
IOM, UNHCR, UNFPA and WHO, as well as items for the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) response from 
WFP and UNICEF, are prepositioned in Baghdad in preparation for the Haditha response. 
 
1,000 to 1,500 IDP families have thus far returned to Muqdadiya District (Diyala Governorate). An organized 
schedule for IDP returns to Muqdadiya District in the Diyala Governorate, initiated by the local authorities, was 
due to start on 18 March 2015. However, returnees have expressed concerns and the organized relocation was 
reportedly suspended. Returnee needs are prioritized as shelter and food and non-food items (NFIs). In addition, 
water and electricity services have not been restored. Protection concerns exist due to the presence of militias.  
 
In Erbil Governorate, the installation of caravans has been completed at the Ainkawa II Camp. The camp has a 
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capacity to accommodate 1,000 IDP families, and plans are underway to relocate 417 families from the Ainkawa 
Mall to Ainkawa II Camp by 31 March. Emirates Red Crescent started the construction of the camp in Debagah 
on 26 March. The Erbil Refugee Council (ERC) suspended the construction work at the Harshm camp due to lack 
of standard guidelines. Discussions between UNHCR the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and ERC to 
streamline construction standards are on-going.  
 
According to the most recent Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) of the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), 2,634,492 internally displaced people (439,082 families) are dispersed across 2,949 distinct locations in 
Iraq. An additional 97,758 displaced individuals were recorded during the reporting period of 26 February to 12 
March 2015. 
 
In total, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) hosts an estimated 1,034,448 displaced individuals (172,408 families), 
which accounts for 41% of the overall displaced populations. Outside of northern Iraq, Anbar hosts the second 
largest displaced population of 398,334 individuals (15%), followed by Kirkuk with 344,730 individuals (13%) and 
Baghdad with 325,692 displaced individuals (12%).  
 
Private settings remain the most common shelter arrangement for those displaced in Iraq; 1,693,494 individuals 
(64%) are identified within this category. This can be further broken down into populations living in rented housing 
(976,002 individuals), in host community arrangements (680,268 individuals) and in hotels/motels (37,224 
individuals). Baghdad (18%), Anbar (18%) and Kirkuk (15%) host the largest proportion of those in private 
settings (total of 856,212 individuals). There are 721,716 individuals who remain housed in critical shelter 
arrangements: the largest segment of this population remains in Dahuk (182,646 individuals), followed by Anbar 
(98,436 individuals) and Kirkuk (86,802 individuals). Slightly less than 220,000 individuals (8% of the total 
displaced population) are accommodated in camps throughout Iraq. Variations in the displaced populations by 
shelter type are continually observed between each reporting round.  
 

Humanitarian Response 
 

Shelter and Non-Food Items 
 

Needs: 

 Infrastructure in Diyala Governorate is damaged and returnees are asking for non-food items and tents. It is 
estimated that more than 5,000 IDP families have returned to Khalis District, more than 500 IDP 
families returned to Khanaqin District, and around 2,700 IDP families returned to Muqdadiya District. 

 852 shelters need rehabilitation or reconstruction in Muqdadiya District. 

 75% of returnee houses in Al-Alam (Salah Al-Din Governorate) are demolished. 

 IDPs staying in hotels in Kerbala are facing evictions by the end of April. Evictions are also expected for IDPs 
staying in hotels in the Kut City in Wassit Governorate around June/July. 

 
Response:  

 Cluster partners will jointly distribute 1,500 NFI kits in response to the returns to Muqdadiya District in Diyala 
Governorate. 

 In Samarra, Salah al-Din Governorate, cluster partners distributed 2,800 NFI kits and the government 
provided 900 tents. In addition, 250 NFI kits were distributed in Balad District and 350 in Al Dhuluiya Sub 
District. 

 Ainkawa II camp has capacity of 1,000 plots for IDPs from Ainkawa mall, which will close on 31 March. The 
first 500 plots have already been filled. 

 450 IDP families were relocated to the new extension in Baharka camp (Erbil Governorate). 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Inter-cluster assessments are needed in Diyala and Salah al-Din Governorates. Returnees from 29 villages 
are awaiting security clearances from the authorities. Therefore, a further increase is likely. 

 Camps in Samarra City, Salah al-Din Governorate, lack infrastructure and the plots are apparently unsuitable 
for tents. 

 Unregulated individual construction has been raised as a concern in Harshm camp, Erbil Governorate. There 
are also concerns about the proposed site for a camp in Dabergah and about overcrowding and the lack of 
space for service providers in Ainkawa II camp.  

 Increasing number of IDPs in Erbil Governorate are approaching camp managers and authorities with 
requests for camp accommodation. One cluster partner has a waiting list of around 200 families that are 
running out of rental options. 
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 Food Security 

Needs: 

 National NGOs continue to report food supply as a priority need in the Governorates of Anbar (Heet, Hadita 
and Rutba Districts), Salah Al-Din (Samarra City), Diyala (Khanqin and Baquba Districts), Baghdad (Rusafa 
and Tarmiyah Districts), Babel, Najaf, Diwaniya, Thi-Qar and in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (Dahuk 
Governorate). 
 

Response: 
 WFP has assisted approximately 784,000 people with Family Food Parcels in every Governorate in Iraq 

(except the until recently inaccessible Salah al-Din) in March. 
 Immediate Response distributions have assisted approximately 43,000 people in Salah al-Din, Kirkuk, 

Ninewa, Diyala, and Baghdad Governorates in March. 
 WFP, in partnership with DRC, provided the Immediate Response Ratios (IRRs) to approximately 15,500 

people in Al Muqdadiya, the newly liberated city in Diyala Governorate.  
 Some 195,000 displaced people have received WFP food vouchers in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in March. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: 
 The WFP Emergency Operation in Iraq has a shortfall of US$ 200 million to continue its operations from April 

to September. Unless additional funding is secured, 1.8 million people are at risk of losing WFP food 
assistance in May. 

 WFP’s remote monitoring detected increases in food prices in Salah al-Din as compared to the previous 
week, indicating a growing trend towards food insecurity. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

 
Needs: 

 438 IDP families (from Ninewa, Anbar, Salah al-Din Governorates) in Samarra require WASH services. 

 116 IDP families in Al-Khadhra Camp in Baghdad City require WASH services. 

 40,000 IDPs in informal settlements around Najaf-Karbala road require sustainable sources of water and 
sanitation and hygiene supplies.  

 9,580 families in Kabarto I and II, Khadya and Essyan camps (Dahuk Governorate) require urgent hygiene 
supplies. 

 
Response:  

 438 IDPs in Samarra City (Salah al-Din) were provided with emergency WASH supplies, including bottled 
water and non-food items (NFIs) 

 696 IDPs in Al-Khadraa Collective Centre (Baghdad City) were reached through installation of 3 communal 
water tanks 

 40,000 IDPs settled around Najaf-Karbala road are being reached through drilling of 10 wells. 

 58,448 IDPs were reached through daily water trucking (24,000 litres/day) in Al Khaldeya and Ammriya cities 
in Anbar Governorate. 

 15 (5000 L) communal water tanks (Karbala); 30 (Wassit) and 30 (Babylon) are provided and to be installed. 

 10,265 IDPs in Wassit, Babylon, Anbar, and Najaf Governorates were reached through daily desludging of 
sanitation facilities and solid waste collection and disposal.  

 
Gaps and Constraints: 

 Provision of an effective WASH response is severely constrained by funding. Many essential, ongoing 
operations face imminent closure. 

 Dynamic movement of the population, lack of information and lack of access makes it difficult to deliver 
critically needed life-saving WASH support to IDPs contested areas of Salah al-Din, Anbar, Al-Baghdadi and 
Haditha. 

 
 
 

 Education 
 

Needs: 
 

 Access to pre-primary and secondary education remains very low.  

 68 per cent of 754,000 boys and girls (age 6-17) displaced within Iraq are out of school. 
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Response:  

 70 out of the 100 schools in Diyala Governorate are being cleaned and repaired. 

 642 student kits for grades 1 to 9 have been distributed to schools in Garmawa, Khanki, Bersive, Qadia, Bajet 
Kandala, Sharia, Amedi, Zummar, Zawita, Fayda and Algosh in Dahuk Governorate, benefiting 12,855 boys 
and girls. 

 314 Arabic student kits for grades 1 to 8 have been distributed to 22 schools in Khanaqeen City (Diyala 
Governorate), benefitting 6,259 boys and girls.  

 Supplementary learning materials for grades 1 to 6 have been provided to schools in Erbil and Shaqlawa 
cities (Erbil Governorate), benefiting 5,000 boys and girls. 

Gaps and Constraints:  

 A large number of displaced children will remain out of school primarily due to the lack of funding. 

 There are still information gaps on enrolment of displaced children in some parts of the country due to lack of 
security.  

 
 

Logistics 
 

Needs: 
 

 The Logistics Cluster is liaising with NGOs to improve information sharing and to enhance Partners’ Logistics 
Assets sharing and common services provision. 

 
Response:  

 The Logistics Cluster is coordinating with UN agencies for an inter-agency response to needs in Haditha. 
Items from IOM, UNHCR, UNFPA and WHO are prepositioned in Baghdad. Items for the Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM) from WFP and UNICEF are also prepositioned in Baghdad.  

 Logistics Cluster is storing 1,250 cubic meters (cbm) of goods to support three partners in Duhok  

 Logistics Cluster is storing 600 cbm of goods to support UNFPA in Erbil, and has also received a request 
from MSF-CH to store 6,400 blankets in Erbil.  

 The Logistics Cluster Assessment (LCA) is in-progress. 
 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 
 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Funding for the Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) is available until the end of March. Continuing 
ETC support is dependent on additional funding.  

 There is still a lack of radio frequencies in Erbil. UNAMI, on behalf of the ETC, has requested additional 
frequencies from the government and the approval is being awaited 
 

 

Protection 
 

Needs: 

 Safety (due to mine/IED contamination, threats by sectarian militia and non-state agents), peaceful 
coexistence and access to basic services are the main protection concerns affecting returnees across the 
Governorates.  

 The displaced and host population living outside the main city centers in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq are 
facing continuous challenges in accessing basic services in general, and health services in particular, due to 
lack of financial resources and distance to services. They are also in need of food and non-food items and 
increased protection services.  

 A need for child and youth programming has been reported, particularly in Erbil Governorate. Displaced aged 
15 to 21are increasingly engaging in harmful activities, such as alcohol abuse and violent behaviors. 

 Restrictions of movement at checkpoints in Baghdad, Salah al-Din and Anbar Governorates have been 
reported. The policies applied by authorities at checkpoints remain unpredictable. Some checkpoints are only 
allowing IDPs carrying food and clothes to pass through, while IDPs with other personal belongings are 
denied entry. 

 The majority of IDPs returning to Fallujah District are experiencing shortage of adequate housing and lack of 
access to basic services, such as electricity and potable water; infrastructures are reportedly destroyed.  

 80-100 displaced households in various Sub-districts in Falluja (Anbar Governorate) and their hosting families 
were asked by the Iraqi Security Forces to relocate to Al Andlus, Alresalah and Hay Nazal Sub-districts 
(Fallujah District) because of planned/ongoing military operations. The IDPs complained about inadequate 
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shelter and returnees reported that their homes are being occupied. Returning IDPs who are lacking identity 
documents are required to produce two witnesses to confirm their identity before their families can be granted 
access to their area of origin. 

 With regards to Government’s plan to facilitate return of IDPs to Muqdadiya District in Diyala Governorate, 
families currently displaced in Khanaqin District have raised concerns about their safety, as host communities 
and militias could reportedly perceive them as being connected to ISIL. 

 
Response 

 Specialized protection actors are addressing the need to improve the inclusion and accessibility to services 
for persons with disabilities through training, field assessment and technical advisory support.   

 Communities continue to benefit from child protection integrated services, GBV prevention and response 
activities, legal counseling, cash assistance for the most vulnerable individuals/households, registration and 
documentation as well as mine risk education. 

 At least 47 newly displaced households from Mosul are reportedly at risk of eviction from a hotel in Kut 
District (Wassit Governorate). Protection actors are currently negotiating with the authorities to suspend the 
eviction order and are working on identifying alternative shelter solutions.   

 An increasing number of child protection cases (including grave violations of child’s rights) are identified, 
particularly in Diyala Governorate, and followed up by the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and/or referred to 
other service providers for specialized assistance.  

 Child Protection activities continue to be provided through Child Friendly Spaces (centers and mobile units) in 
Baghdad, Kerbala and Najaf Governorates by DRC, UNICEF and their implementing partners.  

 
Gaps and Constraints: 

 Replacement/ re-issuance of civil identity documents to IDPs remains a gap across the country. 

 The majority of IDPs returning to Fallujah district are experiencing shortage of adequate housing and lack of 
access to basic services such as electricity and potable water; infrastructures are reportedly destroyed.  

 Safety (due to mine/IED contamination, threats by sectarian militia and non-State agents), peaceful 
coexistence and access to basic services are the main protection concerns affecting IDP Returnees across 
the Governorates.  
 

For further information, please contact: 
 

Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of Office, amiri@un.org,  

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0)750 312 9201 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 377 0849 

For more information, please visit https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info 
 

 

 Background on the crisis 
 

Since the fall of Mosul on 9 June 2014, armed groups (AGs), including Ba’athists, tribal militias and members of the 
former regime/military, along with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), have taken control of large swathes of 
Iraq’s provinces of Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Diyala. The cities of Mosul, Tikrit, Telafar, Beiji, Quayyara, Suleiman Bek, 
Heet, Rashad, Hawiga, Riyadh, Falluja and Saqlawiyah, are currently under armed group control. Since January 2014 
much of Anbar has been under ISIL control. This has led to massive internal displacement. Iraq is now contending with 
one of the largest internally displaced populations in the world; more than 2.8 million have been displaced since 
January last year. 
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